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2. OVERALL PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES�The overall objective of the EU Forest Action Plan is to support and enhance sustainable forest management and the multifunctional role of forests. It is based on the following 


principles:


•


– national forest programmes as a suitable framework for implementing international forest-related commitments;





– the increasing importance of global and cross-sectoral issues in forest policy, calling for improved coherence and coordination;





– the need to enhance the competitiveness of the EU forest sector and good governance of EU forests;





respect for the principle of subsidiary.








Objectives�•Forests for society: long-term multifunctional forestry fulfilling present and future societal needs and supporting forest-related livelihoods.


•


•In accordance with the above vision, the Action Plan has four main objectives:


•


– improving long-term competitiveness;


– improving and protecting the environment;


– contributing to the quality of life;


- fostering coordination and communication.





3. ACTIONS�•3.1. Improving long-term competitiveness


• 


Objective: To improve the long-term competitiveness of the forest sector and to


enhance the sustainable use of forest products and services.


Key action 1: Examine the effects of globalisation on the economic viability and


competitiveness of EU forestry


•


Key action 2: Encourage research and technological development to enhance


the competitiveness of the forest sector


•


Key action 3: Exchange and assess experiences on the valuation and marketing of non-wood forest goods and services








•Key action 4: Promote the use of forest biomass for energy generation


•


•Key action 5: Foster the cooperation between forest owners and enhance education and training in forestry











3.2. Improving and protecting the environment�





Objective: To maintain and appropriately enhance biodiversity, carbon sequestration, integrity, health and resilience of forest ecosystems at multiple geographical scales


•Key action 6: Facilitate EU compliance with the obligations on climate change mitigation of the UNFCCC10 and its Kyoto Protocol and encourage adaptation to the effects of climate change


•


•Key action 7: Contribute towards achieving the revised Community biodiversity


objectives for 2010 and beyond


•Key action 8: Work towards a European Forest Monitoring System


•


•Key action 9: Enhance the protection of EU forests





3.3. Contributing to the quality of life








•Objective: to contribute to the quality of life by preserving and improving the social and cultural dimensions of forests.


•Key action 10: Encourage environmental education and information


•


•Key action 11: Maintain and enhance the protective functions of forests


•


•Key action 12: Explore the potential of urban and peri-urban forests











3.4. Fostering coordination and communication





•Objective: To improve coherence and cross-sectoral cooperation in order to balance economic, environmental and socio-cultural objectives at multiple organisational and institutional levels.











•Key action 13: Strengthen the role of the Standing Forestry Committee


•


•Key action 14: Strengthen coordination between policy areas in forest-related matters


•


•Key action 15: Apply the open method of coordination (OMC) to national forest programmes








•Key action 16: Strengthen the EU profile in international forest-related processes


•


•Key action 17: Encourage the use of wood and other forest products from sustainably 


managed forests


•


•Key action 18: Improve information exchange and communication











4. EVALUATION








•The Standing Forestry Committee will be the coordinating body 














