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Progress Report from the Presidency –��- Educational matters and exchange activities –








Exchange activities





Since our last Congress in Freising there have been only a few exchange activities between UEF member organizations.





All UEF member organizations were asked to give the Presidency short information about all direct contacts between member organizations and enable the Presidency to get a better overview.








Exchange activities for forest students





Only one exchange offer could be published on our homepage since our last Congress in Freising.





In order to intensify the exchange activities between forest students the Presidency renewed the contact to IFSA (International Forest Student Association) and offered forest students the participation in our GCM for a reduced fee. 








Cooperation project�”International Forest Workcamp” 





Following the decisions taken in Freising UEF is planning to participate in a cooperation project   “International Forest Workcamp”. 





Participating in such a project will enable UEF to offer students of all UEF member organizations an exchange facility every year. 





The workcamp has been established 10 years ago by the regional state forest organization.�It is held annually in summer and is bringing together forest students from all over the world.� �Detailed and pictured informations about the project and the location can be found under�      http://www.wald-rlp.de/index.php?id=397&L=2 and�        http://www.wald-rlp.de/index.php?id=375. 





Concrete negotiations with the state forest organization of Rhineland-Palatinate (Germany) and the Schutzgemeinschaft Deutscher Wald were started. 











The main commitments of cooperation should be:





 The Forstamt Kastellaun plans, organizes and accomplish the International Forest Workcamp annually and  take care for the necessary personnel, money, working and seminar rooms as well as practical work available for the project participants. �


 UEF recruits for the project on European level, supports at least two participants by a travel expenses subsidy and supports the overall project by a financial support of a value of 500 € for the execution of an one day excursion ("UEF Excursion“).





The Schutzgemeinschaft Deutscher Wald (SDW) grants the participants for the duration of the Workcamp in the forest youth centre Kolbenstein free of charge accommodation.  





�
Educational matters





UEF is still involved in two special projects dealing with educational matters: 





 the EU-funded project PAWS


 the “European Network of Waldpädagogik”





The PAWS project is stimulating foresters´ participation in nature interpretation. �UEF is supporting the PAWS project from the beginning in 2004 and is represented in the PAWS advisory board, which has met on the 7th of April in Bonn (Germany), where first results were discussed.�Meanwhile four newsletters of the project have been published and are available as downloads on the UEF homepage. �More informations are available from the PAWS-Homepage.





The project “European Network of Waldpädagogik” is going on as well. 


UEF is supporting this project according to our decision in Freising.�


All UEF member organizations has been asked


in February to name contact persons as members of the network, who are engaged in nature-interpretation. 


